


























W. McCloskey - The Chesapeake Bay 

I went fishing with Cain in March of 1984. The ex­
perience has already proven to be a piece of history. 
Cain worked anywhere from 100 to 350 panels. He set 
them in relatively shallow water, 8 to 12 feet. He ex­
plained: "In the past few years, the fish have been 
tending toward the shallow water, probably due to the 
chemical pollutants that are just lying in the deep out 
there. We've got vast areas of dead water now." Cain 
pushed hard, fishing even through squalls and blows, 
as long as the water did not rise to swamping heights. 
(I stayed thoroughly wet all day.) Most of the striped 
bass he caught-"rockfish" or "stripers," the money 
fish, one of the delicacies of the Bay-were smaller 
than the 14-inch limit and had to go back, still wrig­
gling. It indicated at least that a good year-size was 
working its way to maturity. Would they survive? Cain 
was optimistic and said he'd seen it worse. His haul 
at the end of the day was a modest bushel basket, 
mostly full. 

Two days later, at the behest of the Maryland De­
partment of Natural Resources, the Maryland legisla­
ture closed striped bass to both commercial and sport 
fishing for the spring months of the spawning season. 
In mid-September, the state resources department bit 
the bullet further and announced a four-year complete 
moratorium on all catching of striped bass in Mary­
land, beginning January 1, 1985. The fall catches be­
fore the moratorium took effect were plentiful enough 
in parts of the upper and middle Bay that fishermen 
hotly contested the closure. Ironically, Maryland Bay 
headwaters provide the striped bass nursery area for 
the east coast all the way from North Carolina to Nova 
Scotia. With Maryland having taken responsibility for 
preserving the young stock, watermen and sportsmen 
of the state will lose much of the potential catch to 
fishermen of other states unless similar moratoriums 
are enacted elsewhere. 

I couldn't help remembering the basketsful of 
stripers I used to sportfish on the Bay 45 years ago 
with my dad and grandfather, and then up to a dozen 
years ago with my dad, son, and daughter. We'd clean 
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them ashore as it grew dark, slapping mosquitos with 
fishy hands, and have a great fry, with enough for the 
neighbors. There hasn't been that abundance recently. 
I'm hopeful there will be again. 
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Mr. McCloskey's most recent novel, Highliners, grew from his 
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