














Figure 7 — STANDARD Missile test firing from the Vertical Launching System in USS NORTON SOUND. The flush deck vertical
launch concept will eliminate the above-deck rail launcher and permit modifications in missile length and diameter.

planned for meeting the challenges of the next dec-
ade. Other improvements will include an enhanced
guidance and control capability.

SUMMARY

STANDARD Missile has evolved from the wing-
controlled beamrider of 30 years ago to the free
world’s most advanced operational tail-controlled

288

homing missile. Its design is based upon the proven
airframe of its TERRIER and TARTAR surface-to-air-
missile predecessors. Today’s STANDARD Missile
uses solid-state devices throughout, reducing warm-
up time and eliminating the need for shipboard
checkout. Continued advancements in performance,
introduced in a series of evolutionary block changes,
will keep the STANDARD Missile family ready to
meet threats to the United States Fleet.
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